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In July 1995, a house fire occurred and killed a girl in a residential area of Higashi-Sumiyoshi
Ward, Osaka. Her mother and the mother’s common-iaw husband were prosecuted for murder,
arson and attempt of insurance fraud. The Supreme Court sentenced them to life imprisonment
with labor in November 2006.

There was no physical evidence in this case, and the said sentence was only based on the sus-
pects’ confessions. Especially, the husband made many statements in which he admitted his com-
mitting the alleged arson and murder, but a lot of questions have been raised on his statements.

At the request of their defense counsel for an expert opinion as a psychologist, I analyzed
husband’s statements to determine whether they were true or not.

In this paper, I present the husband’s statements in which he first confessed to the crime,
and examine the generating process of confessions.

Key words : expert opinion as a psychologist, written statements analysis, generating process of
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