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The “group home” system was started in 1989 to create places where mentally-retarded per-
sons could live in contact with the local communities. This very important system to support the
social lives of mentally-retarded persons was largely affected by the enforcement of the Law for
Supporting Independence of Persons with Disabilities.
This study surveys the transition of the systems to support community lives of the mentally-
retarded persons, and considers their philosophies. In addition, it clarifies the influence of the
aforesaid legislation and forecasts the possibility of the transfer to regional societies in future.
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