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For early childhood education in Japan, five main factors were proposed by the minister of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. These are understanding of nature, health
(including knowledge of sanitation), human relationships in kindergarten, communication skills
and language as a tool for expressing opinion to others. Such an integral educational system is
important and various strategies for implementing this are currently being discussed. To achieve
effective and integral education, animal breeding was carried out in our kindergarten. In this
study, we estimate the animal breeding effect on the above five areas. For this purpose we joined
the group of children and observed the behavior of kindergartners who bred and cared for the ani-
mals. Our observations revealed that such animal breeding conspicuously improved the independ-
ence of the children, their understanding of ethics and sanitation, and promoted their communi-
cation skills. The results suggest that understanding nature and health issues is a key factor for

early childhood education in Japan.
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