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The purpose of this paper is to analyze the foundation of education and research in the
pioneering period of social welfare, established in 1964, at Hanazono University.

Based on literature sources, the research methods included: (1) organizing the historical process
that led to the establishment of the Department of Social Welfare at Hanazono University, (2)
analyzing the views on social welfare of Tomio Nishihara, who was the chief professor of the
Department of Social Welfare in the Faculty of Letters, and (3) examining the reality of education
and research in the early years of social welfare at Hanazono (why a renewal of the Department of
Social Welfare based on human rights was required).

The results of the study showed : (1) the Department of Buddhist Welfare was established
based on the Zen Buddhist spirit that existed at the root of Hanazono University's social welfare
and the social devotion activities appropriate for a religious believer. (2) Tomio Nishihara's view
of social welfare was optimistic, as he expected too much from the construction of a comprehensive
social security system. However, he had an excellent sense of balance between policy and practice,
such as establishing the independent pioneering spirit of private social welfare providers and
raising the need for the development of social work in Japan. (3) It was confirmed that the issues
of discrimination in the “Guidelines for Practical Training at Social Welfare Facilities" led to a
renewal of the Department of Social Welfare based on human rights, and laid the foundation for

an educational system that emphasized practical training education.
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