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This paper identifies the basic requirements for the effective acquisition of writing and written
language by identifying teacher awareness and instruction methods in the course of instructing
mentally disabled children in writing and written language learning. The research method used
was to have 51 teachers of special-needs classes at elementary schools in a Japanese city provide
four point scale answers to seven questions regarding topics such as number of years teaching,
handwriting instruction, and awareness of the children's developmental stages, and then to analyze
the responses using the KJ (Kawakita Jiro) method, otherwise known as the affinity diagram,
and study the correlations between the responses to the question items. The results showed
that "speaking" was given as an important priority by the largest number of teachers, while the
instruction of "writing" ranked the lowest. Studying the correlation between responses to question
items indicated that among female teachers, there was a weak correlation between question items
regarding "taking developmental stages into consideration" and whether "learning handwriting is
difficult." A negative correlation was found among male teachers between years of experience and
instruction methods, with concerns about instruction methods decreasing as years of experience
increased, albeit accompanied with regret that they were "relying on experience." There appears to
be a need for instruction to be conducted with a greater awareness of effectiveness and prospects,
with instruction methods incorporating concrete innovations as well as specifying tasks for
students and instructors, and proactively incorporating handwriting instruction into the weekly

schedule.
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