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Developmental research on the process of writing and written language
acquisition by a mentally disabled child:
A six-year longitudinal study of a disabled elementary school student

This is a longitudinal case study of the process of writing and written language acquisition by
a disabled child over a six-year period in elementary school, from matriculation until
graduation. At the time the child entered elementary school, he had a developmental quotient
(DQ) of 52, and had verbal skills appropriate for his age, but could not read or write kana
characters. For the acquisition / learning of handwriting skills, the child practiced tracing
hiragana characters as well as tracing and copying idiomatic language matching his
developmental stage. In order to develop linguistic images of written language, the teacher
nurtured the desire to express the picture books that the teacher read out loud and stories that
were made up in the course of engaging in formative play as written language using kana
characters. Through the acquisition of both handwriting skills and linguistic images of written
language, by the end of the fourth grade, the child was able to write out texts of about 150
characters in length on his own, and afterwards the teacher encouraged handwriting through
the writing of letters and other activities, and by sixth grade the child could write texts of about
200 characters in length including onomatopoeia and characters for palatalized or labio-
velarized syllables and geminate consonants. Through an observation of the process of writing
and written language acquisition in accordance with the child’s developmental stage, this paper
argues that, in the acquisition of writing and written language, there is a link between the

acquisition of handwriting skills and the acquisition of linguistic images of written language.

Keywords : Writing and written language, longitudinal case study, handwriting skills,

linguistic images of written language
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